
WICTA Virtual Membership Meeting 
August 20, 2020
Our Virtual Membership Meeting will take place on Thursday, August 20, 2020, 
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm CST.  We are excited to host Dr. Sasha Shillcutt as our keynote 
speaker for this event.  Stay tuned for more details to come on this event.

Brave Enough Elevate Summit 
September 10-13, 2020
The Brave Enough Elevate Summit will be held virtually September 10-13, 2020. 

Direct link to sign up for the summit is: 
https://braveenough.mykajabi.com/brave-enough-elevate-summit.

 
WICTA members enter code 

WICTA2020BESummit 
to receive a $50.00 discountSa
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Special Interest Group

WICTA
Women in Cardiothoracic Anesthesia

WICTA Mission Statement The mission of the SCA Women in Cardiothoracic Anesthesia 
Special Interest Group (WICTA SIG) is to ensure excellence in quality of patient care through 
promoting a diverse, inclusive and equitable professional community in our specialty.

https://braveenough.mykajabi.com/brave-enough-elevate-summit


 The last year has been one of 
extraordinary challenges.  The Coronavirus 
pandemic has dramatically changed the 
landscape of our world, deeply impacted our 
professional practices, and, for some, taken 
a very personal toll. Although frightening 
at times, the crisis has brought out the 
immense ingenuity, teamwork, and even 
bravery of many in our profession.  I have 
been immensely proud to see my anesthesia 
colleagues, some of them in WICTA, take 
leadership roles in their institutions to help 
organize and problem-solve to provide the 
best care possible for patients in the midst of 
enormous difficulties.  WICTA was founded 
to help lift up all the potential leaders in our 
specialty.  At critical times like this, it is  
even more critical that all our potential 
leaders have a seat at the table.

 This year also brought heightened 
visibility to the long-term inequities and racial 
injustices present in our country. Given that 
WICTA was established to promote diversity, 
inclusion and equity in cardiothoracic 
anesthesiology, I see the current national 
dialogue as an important opportunity for  
each of us as physicians to use our platforms 
to promote needed actionable change.   
For both our patients and our colleagues, 
WICTA leadership stands with Black Lives 
Matter and other organizations that call for 
an end to racism and discrimination in our 
communities.

 This moment gives WICTA’s mission 
to support diversity in cardiothoracic 
anesthesiology a renewed urgency.  Our 
profession aspires to innovate, research, 
and educate in order to provide the highest 
possible quality of patient care to cardiac 
surgical patients.  Without racial and gender 
diversity in our profession, our efforts are 
compromised.  If the physicians in our field 
do not reflect the diversity of our patient 
populations, we risk missing important 

insights and perspectives that would inform 
and enhance our care.  We may not ask 
needed questions, we may not recognize 
critical problems, and we risk critically 
failing our patients.  

WICTA continues to strive to support 
diversity in our field.  In the last year 
WICTA has worked to create new 
opportunities for women and minorities:

 Supporting  
  new SCA grant opportunities for   
  researchers with diverse backgrounds

 Creating  
  awards to recognize women and URM 
  cardiothoracic anesthesiologists and  
  provide them with professional 
  development opportunities

 Initiating  
  a mentoring programming for women  
  and URM members focused this year  
  on public speaking skills

Launching  
  a database for women    
  and URM speakers

 Building  
  a networking community  
  for WICTA members

 
 We are grateful for the support we 
have received from the SCA and our 
membership.  We are looking forward to 
more exciting projects in coming year, and 
we are eager to add your skills to the effort.  
Please join us with your energy and ideas 
at our August 20th Members Meeting! 

– Daryl Oakes– Daryl Oakes

message
from our chair



In January, we were 
pleased to announce two 
amazing scholarship award 
opportunities.  

The first award was for a 
series of coaching sessions 
with professional coach Dr. 
Karen J Souter.   
These coaching sessions are 
designed to help physicians 
increase self-awareness, 
think strategically about their 
careers, strengthen their 
leadership skills and overcome 
self-doubt. The winners of 
this outstanding opportunity 
are Dr. Diba Daneshrad, Dr. 
Seema Deshpande, Dr. Richa 
Dhawan and Dr. Qi Cui Ott.

The second award was for 
enrollment in Dr. Sasha 
Shillcutt’s Brave Enough 
Master Class.  
This 12-week E-course helps 
participants overcome 
burnout, set healthy 
boundaries, and define one’s 
life goals. Congratulations 
to the recipient of this year’s 
award, Dr. Allison Bechtel.

Dr. Diba Daneshrad 
Providence Cedars-Sinai 
Tarzana Medical Center

Dr. Seema Deshpande 
University of Maryland

Dr. Richa Dhawan  
University of Chicago

Dr. Qi Cui Ott  
Massachusetts  

General Hospital

Dr. Allison Bechtel  
University of Virgina

WICTA 
award recipients



We would like to congratulate Dr. Emily Methangkool who was recently elected 
to the SCA Board of Directors as a Junior Faculty Member.  Dr. Methangkool 
previously served as our WICTA Vice-Chair.  

We’d also like to welcome and congratulate our new Vice-Chair, Dr. Bola Faloye 
who will be taking her place.  Congratulations to you both. 

DR. EMILY METHANGKOOL DR. BOLA FALOYE

welcome 
 & congratulations

WICTA
SUMMER 2020



The WICTA speaker database is now up and running.  This database will serve to 
promote the contributions of women and underrepresented minorities in the field 
of cardiothoracic anesthesiology.  

If you would like your name and topics/presentations to be added to this database, 
please complete the Qualtrics survey linked here 
https://unc.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bjva5QUxYmdnCmh.

Those looking for speakers for Grand Rounds, conferences, etc. can submit an 
inquiry directly to WICTA@scahq.org to be provided with a list of speakers in the 
content area they specify.

WICTA Speaker Database

As WICTA has grown, we’ve added many new members simply by adding their 
email addresses to our mailing list.  To improve communication with our members 
and keep our records accurate, we’ve created a membership form with the help of 
the SCA.  

We encourage all members (old and new) to go to the SCA website and fill out 
an application.  This can be found under “Membership”, “Get Involved”, “Special 
Interest Groups”.  You do not need to be an SCA member to join WICTA; however, 
many of our events are in conjunction with the SCA annual meeting and several 
award programs we advertise will require SCA membership.  We strongly 
encourage you to become an SCA member if you aren’t a member already.

How to Join WICTA

WICTA@scahq.org

SPEAKER DATABASE 
 & membership info


